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Abstract : Population growth is responsible for degradation of 

nature and natural resources. Population growth has become a 

major force behind nature degradation in many rural and urban 

environments. The equality of the environment is constantly losing 

its status due to increase in population growth in most countries of 

world. Environmental degradation is a situation where the 

environment loses its natural equilibrium. Population has been a 

chief agent of environmental degradation in most cities of the world. He further explain that man 

main occupations were hunting and gathering of fruits but later as human population increased, 

man invented new techniques which has constitute great menace to the natural environment. 

population growth in these communities have lead to increasing environmental problems such as 

loss of plant and animal species, pollution, air population, soil infertility among others. 
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Causes of Overpopulation 

 

Decline in the Death Rate: At the root of overpopulation is the difference between the overall 

birth rate and death rate in populations. If the number of children born each year equals the 

number of adults that die, then the population will stabilize. Talking about overpopulation shows 

that while there are many factors that can increase the death rate for short periods of time, the 

ones that increase the birth rate do so over a long period of time. The discovery of agriculture by 

our ancestors was one factor that provided them with the ability to sustain their nutrition without 

hunting. This created the first imbalance between the two rates. 
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